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reason, except the boldness  of vice  and  the cowardice of the children of God.
And again, I venture to urge upon you, brethren, that there is a very urgent need for such Christian witness. These are days impatient of conventions and rules: it is well, if the impatience be a desire to dig down to the truths which underlie them; it is ill,'fatally ill, if it denote a temper simply rebellious against all restraint. Is there no danger lest characters be tolerated now in society, which, in the last-generation would have been driven away indignantly, or starved out by a righteous coldness ? Is it not true that a tone of conversation and manners is allowed, if not admired, which, contemptuously disregards the restraints even of high breeding, much more of chivalrous delicacy and refined purity? Must we not trace something of an inclination to flimsy apology for vice, to an, unbounded scepticism as to truth and morality, to a disregard of ancient loyalty and filial reverence, to light ridicule., as if the matter deserved not argument, of what it calls superstition. ? These things, in diflerent degrees, you will surely recognise. Earnestly I would entreat you, if you care for better and nobler and purer things, not to be afraid to show it; if you are Christians, not to be ashamed of